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revolution appeared to the Western world to be, the
imperiahbl Powers which had just emeiged from death-
grips with one another were now united in attacking what
they chose to recognize as a common foe. Russia was
invaded by Germany, England, France, USA., Czecho-
slovakia, Poland, and Japan Forced into battle on every
front, north, south, east, and west, she emerged at length
victorious indeed, but exhausted: her land ruined, her
economy m a state of complete coll.ipse; her fields ovemm
with soldiers and weeds, her nulls and factoiies idle for
Jack of fuel and raw mate-rials; her railways jammed
with disabled locomotives, broken cars, and damaged
liucks, her bridges blown up and lailway trades decayed.
The flow of industrial production, always im ma line, now
dwindled to a fifth of its pic-war volume. Agricultural
pioduction. dropped to half the level oi iQi.J : fields stood
uutillcd and unsown; cattle weie removed in one war or
exterminated in another The- whole land was starving

The difficulties which confronted the now lulers of
Russia in the formulation and execution of their plan have
been emphasized advisedly. Kor it is against this bark-
ground that Russian progress must bo measured. The
appalling backwardness of Tsarist Rxissl.i must be under-
stood if the Russian achievement is to be estimated aright
and allowance made for the jolts nlong the road to it,
It is against the Tsarist background of medieval agricul-
ture, immature industiy, and general illiteracy that
Russia's growth must rightly be seen.

Travellers who rneasuie Russia by I he yardstick of
Western countries are bound to en. To compare Russian
farm buildings and Russian fields with Denmark's superb
examples; to compare Moscow with London, Kiev with
Edinburgh, or Odessa wilh Liverpool, gives a wholly
false picture of Russia's achievement. The true compar ison,
of course, is between the Moscow of 1927 and the Moscow
of 1917, or between the Moscow of 1937 and the Moscow
of 1927. The nature, pace, and quality of growth form
the proper elements of comparison. The very fact that